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Presenter
Presentation Notes
During our discussion today, we’ll provide an overview of what the Conservation Reserve Program is. And then we will focus on CLEAR30, describing what it is, the eligibility requirements, the unique options offered under CLEAR30, the application process for those that might be interested in CLEAR30, and some points on how stakeholders can engage with their State Farm Service Agency.

Picture source:  https://www.fs.usda.gov/features/our-drinking-water-and-forest-service-research
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Conservation Reserve Program, which we refer to as CRP, is a conservation program administered by Farm Service Agency. 
 
CRP is one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in the United States, and this year we are celebrating the 35th year of the Conservation Reserve Program. 
 
CRP helps producers better manage their operations while conserving natural resources. By enrolling in CRP, producers are improving water quality, reducing soil erosion, and restoring habitat for wildlife. Farmers and ranchers who enroll in the program receive a yearly rental payment for voluntarily establishing long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as “covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat on marginally productive agricultural lands. 
 
This program has evolved over the years, providing a variety of conservation and economic benefits for landowners.  And today we’ll be talking to you about one of the newest programs under CRP, CLEAR30.



Clean Lakes,
Estuaries,
and Rivers
Program

CLEAR 30:

« Allows a 30-year contract

* Requires producers to have specific
water quality benefitting practices
enrolled under continuous CRP with the
contract expiring September 30, 2021.

« Sign-up Period: June 15 — August 6



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The CLEAR30 program allows for existing CRP water quality practices to be re-enrolled into CRP contracts. And as indicated by the name, CLEAR30 allows the opportunity to enroll into a CRP contract for 30-years. 
 
Never before have we offered a program like this with such a long timeframe.
 
The program began as a pilot in the Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay Priority Areas but has now expanded nationwide.
 
The sign-up began on June 15th and will continue through August 6
 
So now let’s get into the eligibility requirements. 



To be eligible for CLEAR30, producers must have certain water quality benefitting practices currently enrolled under continuous CRP contracts that are expiring on September 30, 2021. Certain marginal pastureland that is devoted to riparian buffers, wildlife habitat buffers, or wetland buffers is also eligible to enroll in the CLEAR30 pilot, but also must be under a CRP contract expiring  on September 30, 2021
 

Important: Some land enrolled in CRP through a CREP agreement may not be eligible for CLEAR30. The terms and conditions of some CREP agreements prohibit or restrict enrollment of the land after the existing CRP contract expires, such as requiring the land to be placed under an easement or separate agreement with the State that makes the land ineligible for CRP. 

The local office can advise if the land is prohibited from enrollment under CLEAR30.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
To be eligible for CLEAR30, landowners need to have a Continuous CRP CLEAR initiative practice that expires on September 30, 2021.  
 

Which practices are eligible for CLEAR 30?  The primary practices include:  Filter strips, grassed water ways, riparian forest Buffers and wetland restoration

Others include:  Duck nesting habit, bottomland timber establishment on wetlands, marginal pastureland on wildlife habitat buffer and wetland buffer and establishing permanent vegetative cover.  (on terraces too)
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CRP CLEAR30 PILOT

Eligible Land

Land that meets all of the following
criteria will have the opportunity to
be offered for reenrolimentintoa §
CLEAR3O0 contract:

expires on September 30, 2021.

has a CRP CLEAR initiative
practice established.

practice is in compliance.

fsa.usda.gov
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Presentation Notes
Land that meets all of the following criteria is eligible to be offered for enrollment in CLEAR30:

is currently enrolled on in a continuous contract that is scheduled to expire on 9/30/21;
Is currently established to an eligible, continuous CLEAR initiative practice (we will review momentarily);
Is currently in compliance.



What’s unigue
about CLEAR307?

* Maintenance covered for the full 30-year
contract, two options:

* Landowner can opt to continue to
do the maintenance themselves and
FSA pays them to do it.

* Landowner can opt for FSA to
contract a vendor to conduct the
maintenance.

* Annual Rental Payment

* Thereis a 27.5% enhancement to
the annual rental payment vs
enrolling in a 10-15 contract under
Continuous CRP.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
And as we’ve mentioned before, the CRP program has evolved over time. Which includes some of the unique options that are offered under CLEAR30 that are not offered under any other CRP program. 
 
The first unique option we want to highlight is the option for Maintenance Coverage under CLEAR30 for the full 30-year contract. Under regular CRP the participant is responsible for the maintenance. 

But for CLEAR30, there are two options producers can choose from are, which are: (1) The landowner can opt to continue to do the maintenance themselves and FSA pays them to do it.  Or (2) the landowner can opt for FSA to contract a vendor to conduct the maintenance.

The second unique feature of CLEAR30 is that landowners in these contracts will receive a 27.5% enhancement to the annual rental payment vs enrolling in a 10-15 contract under Continuous CRP.
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CLEAR30 Payments

 SIP and PIP are not authorized for CLEAR30.
e Cost-Share is not authorized for CLEAR3O0.
. SRR’s for signup 55 CLEAR30 will be calculated: &

» Using FY21 Soil Rental Rates for the 3
predominant soils, or MPL, as applicable,
including the following:

« SPIl adjustments;
* The reduction to 90%
* The 10% inflationary factor.

Photo courtesy of NRCS  Farm
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Presentation Notes
The payment structure for CLEAR30 is different than traditional CRP.
 
First, the incentives SIP and PIP are not authorized for CLEAR30.  Even when additional/new acres are included--SIP and PIP will not be provided for the new acres. 

Cost-Share is not authorized for CLEAR30. 

CLEAR30 DOES provide annual rental payments for 30 years.

When calculating the SRR for CLEAR30 offers, and consistent with other Continuous SU55 enrollments/re-enrollments, the recent changes incorporated into the SRR calculation also apply for CLEAR30 including:
-SPI adjustments
-statutory reduction to 90%
-10% inflationary factor. 
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CRP CLEAR30 PILOT

CLEAR30 Payments (cont)

 SRR’s for signup 55 CLEARS3O will be calculated
to also include:

« The Climate-Smart Incentive, applicable for
the CLEAR practice

« The Water Quality Incentive of 20%
« ACLEAR30 adjustment of 27.5%.

* The maximum per acre payment rate for all CRP
CLEAR30 signup 55 offers’is $300 per acre.

 Rental payments will be issued for CRP
CLEARS3O0 contracts on an annual basis on the
same schedule as other CRP contracts.

Photo courtesy of NRCS Farm
Service
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Presentation Notes
In addition..
CLEAR30 maximum rental rates will also be calculated to include: 
-the Climate Smart Incentive (based on the practice enrolled);
-the Water Quality Incentive of 20%;
-CLEAR30 adjustment of 27.5% -- intended to incentivize and encourage re-enrollment in a longer-term CRP contract of 30 years.  

The maximum per acre payment rate is $300/acre. 

Rental payments for CLEAR30 will be issued on the same schedule as other CRP contracts. 
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Maintenance Activities and Payments

All of the following activities are
considered CLEAR30 maintenance
activities and are eligible for
maintenance payments:

 practice establishment/re-
establishment, activities needed to
maintain the Practlce and included in
the conservation plan,

+ traditional “mid-contract management’
activities,

« operation and maintenance activities
as determined by NRCS monitoring
site visits and planning.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Maintenance is an aspect of CLEAR30 that set it apart from “regular” re-enrollment. 

For the purpose of CLEAR30, ALL of these activities are considered “MAINTENANCE” and are eligible for maintenance payments: 

-Practice establishment or re-establishment necessary to bring the practice up to the current standard or maintain the practice in accordance with the standard;
-mid-contract management activities planned to enhance the cover for the benefit of wildlife; 
-other operation and maintenance activities that are determined necessary by NRCS during monitoring site visits. 
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Maintenance Activities and Payments, continue_q

CLEARS3O offers additional assistance to participants to
perform maintenance activities throughout the contract
period. Participants will have 2 options for performing
maintenance:

OPTION 1: Participant performs all needed maintenance
activities; FSA issues maintenance payment to participant.

OPTION 2: FSA will enter into an agreement or contract
with a third-party vendor who will perform the needed
maintenance activities onsite; FSA issues maintenance

Photo courtesy of NRCS

payment to vendor. ——
Service
Note: Producer will elect their maintenance option at the Agency
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Presentation Notes
Participants have 2 options regarding these maintenance payments. 

OPTION 1: Participant performs all needed maintenance activities based on the Conservation Plan and NRCS recommendations resulting from periodic monitoring visits.  After the producer completes the maintenance, FSA issues maintenance payment to participant.  
	
OPTION 2:  Producer will not perform the maintenance work.  FSA will enter into an agreement or contract with a third-party vendor who will perform the needed maintenance activities onsite.  Vendor will be notified of what maintenance activities are needed; they will perform the work; FSA issues maintenance payment to reimburse the vendor. 

In either option, and consistent with traditional CRP, the producer is responsible for maintaining the conservation practice in accordance with the CPO.  Participant are:
-required maintain compliance with the CRP-1, and CRP-1 Appendix and CRP-1 CLEAR Appendix (Exhibit 4)
-responsible for notifying FSA if there is a change in the land, i.e. ownership/operatorship, etc.

The payment structure differs depending on the option and the producer elects their option on the CRP-2C30—at the time of offer. 
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Maintenance Activities and Payments, continued

To assist CLEARS3O participants that elect OPTION 2, FSA will
enter into a contract or agreement with partner organizations
or third-party vendors who will facilitate completion of
maintenance activities on enrolled land on a regular basis.

Maintenance payments are authorized for all CLEAR30
maintenance activities, including conservation cover re-
establishment and management, consistent with
conservation plans, NRCS or TSP monitoring, or other
documentation made a part of the CRP-1-30, upon
completion.
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Option 1 — Producer performs
maintenance

Option 2 — Vendor performs 100%
maintenance through
contract/agreement.

Photo courtesy of NRCS
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Presentation Notes
Maintenance payment options are provided in this table. 
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Monitoring Site Visits

NRCS or TSP will complete
monitoring site visits every 3
years for all CLEAR30
contracts.

* Modifications to the
conservation plan will occur as
needed after the site visits to
schedule needed maintenance
activities over the next 3 years. Farm

Service
Agency
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In order to ensure practices are maintained properly for the duration of the 30 year contract term: 
-NRCS will perform monitoring site visits every 3 years;
-Evaluate the cover and recommend maintenance activities, as needed, to ensure the continued successful function of the practice.  
-Modify the plan, to schedule maintenance activities.

FSA will provide “MAINTENANCE PAYMENTS” for CLEAR30 activities.
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CLEAR3O Offer Process

Those interested in enrolling into CLEAR30
should:

« Call local office and tell them you’re interested
In enrolling.

 FSA can then generate the forms needed, and
email them

Visit www.farmers.gov/coronavirus for updates on the
latest status of office re-openings. Farm

Service
Agency

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
So for those that are interested in CLEAR30, let’s talk about how they can begin their application.

Since CLEAR30 is only applicable to producers already enrolled in CRP, with expiring contracts coming up on September 30th of this year, an interested landowner just needs to call their local FSA office, tell them they are interested in CLEAR30, and our staff can generate the forms needed.  The staff can then send them to the producer via email or mail, and the producers can utilize OneSpan to provide signatures on the forms. 
 
Please be aware that FSA County Offices are now making in-person appointments at several locations across the country as part of USDA’s phased reopening process. Other USDA Service Centers remain open for business by phone appointment only. So, to find out how your local FSA Office is operating, you can find those updates online at www.farmers.gov/coronavirus. 


http://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus
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CLEAR30 Stakeholder Organization Engagement
with FSA

 Engage with FSA State Outreach Coordinators
* Co-host webinars
« Share information on social media platforms

US D A United States Department of Agriculture
=

Farm Service Agency Search FSA

Site Map Forms
Home Programs and Services ¥ State Offices Online Services ¥ Newsroom

Related Topics Home /Programs and Services /Outreach and Education /State Outreach Coordinators
Outreach & Education Home
About Us

Oniinees hiPiegames State Outreach Coordinators Farm

Outreach Events

Outreach Webinars seWice

Partner Organization Resources
State Outreach Coordinators FSA has strengthened its outreach commitment by assigning Outreach Coordinators in all Agency

f

Stakeholder Information 51 state/territory offices and each of our 2,100 county offices nationwide.

St oo Taalics

sa.usda.gov
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
FSA is open and willing to collaborate with stakeholder organizations who want to help spread the word on program information and provide a better understanding of how to apply to FSA programs. 
 
One of the ways to engage with us, is through your FSA State Outreach Coordinator.  There is a State Outreach Coordinators in every state, and you can find out who that is for your state online at www.fsa.usda.gov/outreach.
 
Our staff can assist by providing speakers for your webinars and meetings.  Staff are open to invitations to joining zoom meetings or Facebook live events for producers to join, in which we can go over the program eligibility and unique features. 
 
Another way of assisting in getting information out, is to utilize your organization's communication channels. We are happy to share language and descriptions of the program with you, to be shared within the resources you have such as regular newsletters, webpages, social media posts, live streams, radio spots, etc. 
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CLEAR30 Takeaways

« Available to water quality practices with expiring
CRP contracts

* First CRP program to offer a 30-year contract

» First CRP program to offer Maintenance Payments

 Enhanced Annual Payment Rate

Sign-Up: June 15 — August 6, 2021

For additional resources on the CLEAR30 program, |:a-r1n.|.
you can find fact sheets on FSA’s online website at Service
www.fsa.usda.gov/inewsroom under Conservation Agency

f

sa.usda.gov
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
And here are some of the key takeaways from today’s presentation that we hope you can discuss with any landowners you work with, that are looking for options for their expiring CRP contracts.
 
One, is that CLEAR30 is the first CRP program to offer a 30-year contract.
 
It’s the first CRP program to offer Maintenance Payments.
 
It is also offering enhanced annual payment rates. 
 
And also be aware that sign-up has begun, and will go through August 6, 2021.
 
If you would like additional information on CLEAR30, the fact sheet for the program is available on our website: www.fsa.usda.gov/newsroom under Conservation. 



CLEAR 30
Frequently
Asked
Questions

(FAQs)
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Before we move to questions from the audience, I’d like to walk you through a few frequently asked questions that may help clarify some of the things discussed today.


CLEAR 30 FAQs

Do expiring CREP (Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program) contracts qualify for
this?

The county offices will need to consult with
their CREP agreement and their state office to
make that determination, because there are a
wide variety of provisions within the CREP
agreements across the country, that may have
some type of restriction, at the time of the
end of their contract but if there are no
provisions within the CREP agreement that
prevent re enrollment, they might be eligible
for CLEAR30.




B CLEAR 30 FAQs

With expiring contracts, are we able to
change the practice and still be able
to do a CLEAR30 contract?

The patrticipant will offer the same
practice that was under their previous
Continuous CRP contracts into
CLEAR3O.



B CLEAR 30 FAQs

Is there flexibility in the expiration
date for CRP contracts that would
be eligible for clear 30?

No, only contracts that are expiring
on September 30, 2021 are eligible
to offer into CLEAR30 under the

current signup.



Will land owners be reimbursed for
100% of the maintenance costs?

If the if the landowner chooses to do the
maintenance themselves. They will be
paid at 75% of a rate that is set by our
FSA State Committee.

Each state will have a payment schedule
for common maintenance type activities,
and then participants will be reimbursed
and 75% of that rate, the rate they're
setting is considered an average rate for
conducting the activity.




B CLEAR 30 FAQs

How does one get on FSA’s vendor
list to complete maintenance on the
CLEAR30 practices?

FSA will be putting out a Request for
Proposals for vendors to submit their
interest in working with FSA to complete
the maintenance for contracts enrolled in
CLEARQ30.

This Request for Proposals will be sent
out through https.//www.qgsa.qov/small-
business/-compete-for-contracts.



https://www.gsa.gov/small-business/-compete-for-contracts

& CLEAR 30 FAQs

What are the haying and grazing
provision?

CLEAR3O will follow the same haying

grazing provision that we follow for other
CRP.

More information can be found within
Handbook 2-CRP, Part 19



& CLEAR 30 FAQs

Are there more compatible uses
allowed on CLEAR30 acres?

The Farm Bill allowed for compatible
uses including hunting and fishing,
prescribed haying and grazing, and also
managed timber harvest.



What happens if | need to sell my land?
Or what happens if | don't outlive the
life of the contract?

For voluntary termination, which means the
participant has done everything that they're
supposed to do, but for some reason they
need to terminate the contract. Then the
only requirement will be to pay back the
annual rental payments.

If there is a breach of contract. Then the
participant would be responsible for paying
back the annual rental payments and the
maintenance payments.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
For breach of contract, the participants pays back maintenance payments even if the maintenance was done by a vendor.



B CLEAR 30 FAQs

What if the maintenance falls into
noncompliance?

If the participant chooses to have FSA
secure vendor to conduct the
maintenance activities, then FSA would
work with the vendor to bring the
maintenance into compliance, or FSA
would secure a different vendor.
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Thanks for joining us today!

www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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Subscribe to receive FSA program alerts.

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe
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